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Decision re: Bernard R. Nazzoni; by Robert F. Keller, Deputy
Coaptroller General.

Issueaagcax Personsel Manageosent and Cumpensatican: Coapensation

(205).

contact: Cffice of the General Coupsel: Civiliar Personnel.

Budget lruction: General Governsent: Central Persofnel
Hanagesent (80S5).

Organigzaticn Concerped: Canal Zon: Governsent.

Authority: 5 0.8.C. 2729(by; P.T.R. (PRPBR 101-7), para.
2.1059(5’ ‘t’o $ 0.8.C. 5722. S 0.8 ¢C. 512“‘0,0

vhe Governcr of the Canal Zone Governsent (CZG)
reguested an osinion on the entitlement of a C2G employee to
reiabursement for advance szhipsent of certain iteas fros the
Panast Canal to hig stateside residence, incident to reneval
agreeasent travel. The eagloyee say retura his hcusekhold effects
to the United States at his ovn expsnse, and may be reimbursed
for such costs to tae extent versitted, regardless of vhether he
also arranges for prior return of his flasediate fazily.
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Laslie Wilcox
Gi_v. Pers.

THE COMPTROLLER OENERAL
OF THE UNITED STATESD

WASHINGTON, O.C. 208a8e

FILS:  B-188345 paTe: April 33, 1977

MATTER OF: Bernard R. Mazzoni - Prior Return of
Household Goods

DIGEST: Employee of Canal Zone Sovernment who is
not eligible for retury Tansportation of household
guods incident to renewal agrsement travel may
return his household effects to United States at uis
own expense and be reimbursed such costs under
8 U.S.C. § 5728(b) and FTR, para. 2-1. 5g(5)(f)
upon subsequently attaining transportation expense
entitlement upon separation. Under that authority,
employee may arrange for prior return of any or
all of his household goods suhject to reimburse-
ment regardless of whether he also arranges for
prior return of his immediate family,

By I.tter of February 4, 1977, the Governor of the Canal Zone
Government requestis an opinion regarding the entitlement of
Mr. Bernard R. Mazzoni to ceimbursement for advance shipment
of cigrtain household effects from the Panama Canal to his stateside
residence.

Mr. Mazzoni has completed more than 3 years, of service with
the Canal Zone Government under a gervice agreement and plans
to take leave incident to renewal agreement travel at his stateside
residence in June 1977. Although he.is eligible to retire, he
intends to return to his teaching position in the Canal Zone in
August 1877 and, therefore, does not meet the conditions for
return trangportation of household goods and personal effecis set
forth at 5 U, S.C. § 5722 or 5 U.S.C. § 5724(d) and implemented
by the Federal Travel Regulations (FTR). We are asked whether
$U.S.C. § 5729 may be regarded as permitting the shipment of
household goods and personal effects to the employee's stateside
residence address without the return of a member of the employee's
immediate family.

, Subsection 5729(a) authorizes payment of the expenses of trans-
pocting an employee's immediate family and shipping his household
goods when he as acquired eligibility for that transportation or when
the public interest requires the return of the immediate family for
compelling reasons of a humanitarian or compassionate nature.

In addition, $ U.S.C. § 5729(b) provides:
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"(b) Under such regulations as the Presidert

aay prescribe, aa agency shall reimburse from: its
_appropriations an employee whose post of duty is

outside the continental United States for the proper

transportation expenses of returning his immediate

farnily and his household gnods and personal effects

to the United States or its territories or possessions,,

whan=--

."1) their return was iade at the expeénse
of the employee before his return and for other
than reasons of public interest; and

"(2) he acquires eliFibﬂity for thoge
transportation expenses.'

Tmplementing the above, subpai-gyaph 2-1, 5g(5)(f) of the Federal
Travel Regulations (FPMR 1:01-7) (May 1873) provides:

"(f) Prior return at emgloxee'a egnslnse -
reimbursement, ere may be circumstances, ch
an employee elects to return his immediate family and
his hovaehold goods or any part thereof at his own ex~
pense to any of the 50 States, the District of Columnbia,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or a United States
territory or posasession when he is not eligible for such
transportation under 2-1. 5g(5). In such an instance
after the employee becomes eligible for transportation
at Government expense, he may be reimbursed for the
g:oper expenses which he had previously paid. He will

reimbursed in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of 2-1, 5g(5) only for expenses which are sup-
ported by receipts ¢ other appropriate documentation
furnished to the Goverriment in accordance with regu-
lations prescribed by the head of the agency concerned. '

Under this authority an employee may return his immediate family
and his household goods or any part thereof at his own expense in
advance of entitlement and receive reimbursement upon subse-
quently becoming eligible for payment of transportation expenses
upon separation. Although the above-quoted language is included
in subgection 2-1, 5(5) of the FTR which is entitled "Prior return
of immediate family, " the phrasc "any part thereof' modifies the
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terms "immediate family"” and "household goods' separately and
jointly. Thus, an employee may arrange for the advance return
at his own expense of any part of his immediate family and/or any
part of his household goods and be refmbursed therefor when he
subsequently acquires return transportation entitlement.

The above-discussed authority is to be distineiished from the

ovision of § U, S.C, § 5720(a)(2) as implemented by FTR para,

-1, 5g(8)(b), for return of the employee's immediate fau.ily and
household goods in advance of his eligibility when it has been
determined to be in the public interest, Reimbursement for
transportation of household goods under this authority is not .
contingent upon the employee subsequently acquiring transpor-
tation eligibility, but because the public interest requires the
prior return of the immediate family for "compelling personal.
reasons of a humanitarian or compassionate nature.” In such a
case entitlement to reimbursement for prior return of household
goods and personal effects depends upon the prior return of the
immediate family. .

. As indicated above, Mr. Mazzoni may arrange for the
transportation of any or all of his household goods and personal
effe:ts to the continental United States and be reimbursed such
cost to the extent permitted upon subsequently acquiring eligi-
bility for payment of transportation expenses.

’ ’4 -
Doputy Comptroller Gensral

of the United States
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